Crosthwaite and Lyth WI

Report to Annual Parish Meeting 20" April 2026

It’s 98 years since the first meeting of Crosthwaite and Lyth WI, and we continue to meet
in this lovely hall on the 3@ Wednesday evening of the month. We also hold social events
and trips out during the first week of each month, usually in the afternoon. We’re a
friendly group and would love to welcome more new members, with no obligation to join
until you’ve tried us out a couple of times! Our contact details are included on the WI
page of the Crosthwaite and Lyth Website.

During the year we have continued to support village activities, and have provided teas at
the village show and a cake and produce stall at both the Strawberry Tea and Christmas
Fair. Very recently some of our members donated cakes for the Easter Egg Hunt. We do
value the opportunities of contributing to the community in these ways.

We are about to participate again in the Great UK Waterblitz, testing the water quality of
the rivers Gilpin and Winster and sending in our results to this national survey organised
by Earthwatch, and are grateful to Ann and Roger Smith for taking the samples for us.

We are holding 2 open meetings this year, with the first one being on Wednesday 20™ May,
when visitors will be welcome at 8pm to hear Hartley Trotter and Desmond Holmes
talking about “Life in the 2 Valleys Then and Now.” On Wednesday 16" September Bob
Bewley is giving a talk called “Aerial Archaeology & Cultural Heritage” and again, visitors
will be very welcome.

As well as stewarding at CountryFest last May, we had considerable success with
produce and craft entries at the Westmorland County Show in September and it’s good to
support these events and be part of the wider community as well as the local one.

Jean Sherratt, President
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