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Summary of Key Findings

•

The affordability ratio in the parish of Crosthwaite and Lyth is 10.3 (i.e the mean house price
is 10.3 times the mean annual household income)

•

Respondents identified homes are most needed for:
o

Young People

o

Small Families

o

Elderly People

•

16% (21no.) of respondents feel no further homes are required in the Parish

•

13no. respondents (9.9%) stated that they need to move to a new home within the parish
within the next 5 years. Of these 5no. are in housing need (based on the definition of ‘Housing
Need’, found on Page 1 of Appendix A)

•

4no. (31%) respondents who stated they need to move within the next 5 years would be
eligible for affordable housing options

•

5no. (38%) respondents who stated they need to move within the next 5 years did not provide
enough financial information to have their affordability eligibility assessed

•

5no. newly forming households were identified, who may also require affordable housing, but
further information was not available to make this determination

•

Of the respondents who stated they need to move within the next 5 years 5no. (38%)
households had at least 1 household member aged 60 or above

•

2 and 3 bedroom houses and 2 bedroom bungalows were identified as the preferred type of
property by the respondents who require a move within the next 5 years

•

67no. households with at least 1 household member aged over 60 years of age are currently
under-occupying their home. Only 5no. respondents with a household member aged 60 or
above have expressed a wish to move within the next 5 years, however others may feel they
would like to move if alternative, suitable accommodation was available
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Introduction
SLDC were commissioned to carry out this survey by Two Castles Housing Association. The study
took place over a 4 month period commencing January 2016 and ended April 2016 (the primary data
collected February/March 2016). The purpose is to establish the residents’ view of their housing
needs within the Crosthwaite and Lyth Parish and to discover if the requirements of all residents are
being met by the current housing options available.
The 2016 Housing Needs Survey aimed to identify the need (if any) for open market and affordable
homes and if there is a short fall in meeting the need for a specific property type within the parish. The
survey will identify the type, size and tenure of the housing the parish residents feel is required.
If the individuals living in the Crosthwaite and Lyth parish are not happy with their present housing
situation and a suitable alternative option is not available, households may be forced to move out of
the Parish and find homes elsewhere. This may then affect the financial and social infrastructure of
the Crosthwaite and Lyth community. Therefore it was essential to gather up to date information about
the current housing situation in the Parish.
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Methodology
Primary Data
Self-Completion questionnaires were used to gather primary data. This method was chosen as it
enabled all households in the parish to be included. The self-completion style of survey was adopted
as it allowed the respondents to complete the questionnaire in their own time and at their own
convenience. Pre-paid envelopes were included with the surveys so the respondents could easily
send their completed forms back at no financial cost to them. The aim of these factors were to gain as
high a response rate as possible and therefore increase the representativeness of the findings.
Currently there are 359 total dwellings in the Crosthwaite and Lyth Parish (figures obtained from
SLDC Council Tax Department, January 2016). This is broken down as follows;
Type
Occupied Permanent Resident Properties
Second Homes
Holiday Homes
Empty Properties
Total

Amount
291
33
22
13
359

The surveys were issued to all permanent residence properties (291). Second homes were not
included in the research cohort as second home owners are not considered to be in housing need.
However it was stated on the questionnaire that if households knew of anyone wanting to move back
into the parish or if they knew of anyone wanting to set up home on their own to fill in their own
questionnaire (this raised the total to 292 questionnaires issued).
The questionnaire adhered to the following criteria;
•
•
•

The questionnaire used an easy to follow design and structure so the respondent was not
confused when completing it
The length the survey and the number of questions was considered to reduce the risk of
respondent fatigue
Tick boxes were used where possible to ensure ease of completion

A copy of the questionnaire can be found in Appendix A.
The respondents had a 4 week period to complete the questionnaires and return them to SLDC using
the pre-paid envelope provided.
Once the completed questionnaires had been received the responses were coded and inputted into
SPSS, a statistical analysis computer programme. Each row in the SPSS data matrix represented a
respondent and each column represented a variable; a question on the questionnaire. Descriptive
statistical analysis was then carried out on the data set.
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The Primary Data Research Process

1. Research QuestionDoes the current housing
situation in the parish meet
the housing needs for all
residents

2. Hypothesis
Development- If live in the
Parish, unhappy with the
housing situation

3. Sampling- Address List
from SLDC Council Tax
Dept.- No sampling required

4. Measurement- Self
Completion Postal
Questionnaire

5. Piloting & RefinementParish Council/Two Castle
Review

6. Data Collection & Entry
- Responses entered in to
SPSS and creation of Data
Matrix

7. Statistical Analysis Descriptive Statistics

8. Interpretation &
Dissemination- Report
creation
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Secondary Data
Secondary data was required to gain a picture of the housing market in Crosthwaite and Lyth. Data
from CACI Paycheck enabled the identification of average salaries within the parish and information
from Streetvalue, The Land Registry and Rightmove ascertained the mean house price in the area.
Rightmove was also used to identify the current availability of homes in the Parish on the open
market.
The Cumbria Choice Housing Register was also referred to, to discover how many applicants are
currently on the register that have listed the Crosthwaite and Lyth Parish as their first area of choice to
live. By doing this it enabled insight into the affordable housing demand before the housing need
surveys were analysed.
More detailed information regarding the secondary data obtained can be found in the following
section.
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Analysis of Background and Secondary Data
As previously stated in order to gain a brief insight into the Crosthwaite and Lyth parish background
research was carried out to try to create an overall picture of the area. The 2011 Census showed that
in Crosthwaite and Lyth the tenure in the area was distributed as follows;

Based on the above information the majority of occupants in the Crosthwaite and Lyth Parish own
their own home. A very small proportion of households are living in shared ownership or socially
rented properties (14no. compared to 212no. whose housing needs were being met on the open
market). Immediately secondary research questions have arisen; why is there such a difference
between the affordable housing options and the open market options? Is this due to the lack of supply
of affordable property types? Or is there less of a need for affordable properties? The analysis of the
primary data helped to answer some of these additional questions.
From here statistics looking at the average household incomes were also studied. Having a prior
picture of the economic situation of the area allows a further understanding of the research population
and also assumptions about affordable housing need can be made.
The ‘CACI: Paycheck: Household Income’ report
(http://www.cumbriaobservatory.org.uk/elibrary/Content/Internet/536/675/4356/41094151055.pdf)
provides details of household’s income within Cumbria based on statistics gathered in 2015;

Further analysis of the above figures show that the average annual household income in the parish of
Crosthwaite and Lyth is £40,118.
The 2008 Housing Needs Survey carried out by Cumbria Rural Housing Trust (CRHT) was also
referenced prior to the undertaking of this study. CRHT stated that the housing market within the
Crosthwaite and Lyth Parish is not fluid resulting in the house prices being high compared to other
parish’s within the district. CRHT stated;
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‘The parish of Crosthwaite and Lyth is within the boundaries of the Lake District National Park
and this ensures that average house prices are relatively high. Houses infrequently go on the
market and are highly sought after when they do, ensuring competition helps to keep these
house prices high.’
(CRHT Crosthwaite and Lyth Housing Needs Survey, 2008)
To see if this point could still be made when referring to the present housing market of Crosthwaite
and Lyth the Land Registry and Rightmove were used to look at market trends of the area over time.
At the time of preparing this background research there are currently 6 detached homes for sale in the
villages of ‘Crosthwaite’ and ‘Lyth’. There are no other property types for sale. There are currently no
properties for private rent or social rent within these villages. From this it could be suggested that
households wishing to move into the area are faced with limited housing options.
Over the last 7 years since the last Housing Needs Survey was carried out the following properties
were sold within the villages of Crosthwaite and Lyth;
Date Sold

Price
Bedrooms Date Sold
Price
Bedrooms Date Sold
Price
Bedrooms Date Sold Price
Bedrooms
Flats
Semi-Detached
Detached
Terraced
Oct-11 £205,000
2
Jul-09 £325,000
2
Apr-09 £450,000
2
Aug-08 £395,000
3
Aug-12 £148,000
1
Feb-11 £265,000
3
Nov-09 £420,000
5
Jun-14 £200,000
3
Oct-11 £495,000
4
Nov-10 £310,000
2
Mar-13 £332,000
4
Mar-11 £355,000
4
May-13 £450,000
Dec-11 £560,000
Feb-12 £275,000
2
Mar-12 £405,000
May-12 £350,000
3
Nov-12 £470,000
3
Jul-13 £560,000
4
Aug-13 £420,000
4
Oct-13 £350,000
Dec-13 £490,000
3
Jul-14 £310,000
Oct-14 £565,000
Feb-15 £812,000
5
Jun-15 £150,000
3
Average Cost:
£176,500
Average Cost: £373,400
Average Cost: £426,588
Average Cost:
297,500

Based on the above information the statement made by CRHT in 2008 is still true for the Crosthwaite
and Lyth parish today and houses still infrequently go up for sale or rent.
The CACI Paycheck/Street Value information for 2015 also showed the following;
•
•

The mean house price in the parish is £413,762
The affordability ratio is 10.3- i.e the mean house price is 10.3 times the mean annual
household income

Another source of secondary data referenced was the Cumbria Choice Housing Register. This shows
the number of households who have listed Crosthwaite or Lyth as their first area preference. As per
the register at February 2016 it shows 5no. households have listed ‘Crosthwaite’ as their ideal
location to live. This provides a useful starting point as it shows there is some requirement for housing
in the area (particularly affordable sources of housing), but it is not informative enough to base all
recommendations on.
It is also worth noting that information shown on the Cumbria Choice Housing Register may not be an
accurate measure of housing need if used independently of other resources. Individuals who are in
housing need may believe there is no point joining if they are not aware there is any social housing in
their area or if they feel the wait is too long for social accommodation to become available.
(Please note residents living in other villages outside of the areas of ‘Crosthwaite and Lyth’ may also
meet the local occupancy criteria as outlined in Lake District’s National Park’s Local Connection
Policy (please refer to Appendix A). However for the purpose of this secondary data properties for
sale and rent in ‘Crosthwaite’ and ‘Lyth’ rather than the Parish as a whole were analysed as this has
still provided a good indication of average house prices/demand)
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Analysis of Primary Data
292no. questionnaires were issued to occupied main residence properties within the Parish. 131no.
were returned, therefore providing a response rate of 45%. 1no. questionnaire was completed by a
respondent who does not currently live in the Parish, but would like to some point in the near future.
Employment and Demographic
The below bar charts and tables highlight that the majority of respondents are over 60 years of age
and in retirement. It may be that these individuals had more time to take part in the study so may not
be truly representative of the whole demographic of the Parish. According to the 2011 census 26.4%
of the population in Crosthwaite and Lyth were over 65 and 115no. individuals were listed as ‘retired.’
The number of respondents in the following age groups (household members);

The breakdown of household types of the participants is as follows;
Description of Household
Frequency
Valid

Percent

Single

28

21.4

Couple

72

55.0

13

9.9

18

13.7

131

100.0

FamilyYoung
Children
FamilyAdult
Children
Total
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Employment and annual income breakdowns of respondents is as follows;

37no. (27%) households who took part in the survey contain a household member who is in full time
employment. The majority of households have an annual household income of £52,000 or more,
suggesting a large proportion of respondents may be able to satisfy their housing needs on the open
market. However some of the additional comments received state that more affordable homes are
required (Affordability will be looked at in more depth over the following sections). Unfortunately 29no.
responses did not disclose their financial information.
The Current Housing Picture
The secondary data identified that the majority of residents living in the parish own their own home
(The Census 2011). This was supported by the primary research and the current tenure of the
respondents is distributed as follows;
Tenure of Current Home
Frequency
Valid

Own Home-No
Mortgage
Own Home- With
Mortgage
Rent- Council or
Housing
Association
Rent-Private
Landlord
Live with
parents/relatives
Tied
Accommodation
(To Job)
Total

Percent

92

70.2

24

18.3

2

1.5

10

7.6

1

.8

2

1.5

131

100.0

Further to the above the following crosstabulation was prepared showing the household type and
current tenure;
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(A crosstabulation looking at household type, annual household income and tenure of current home
can be found in the Appendix B).
The amounts contributed to either rent or mortgage repayments each month are shown below;

Valid

Total

Contribution to rent/mortgage out of own pocket
Frequency
Under £100
10
£101-£200
2
£201-£300
3
£301-£400
1
£401-£500
8
£501-£600
4
£601-£700
5
£701-£800
1
£800+
6
Not Applicable
85
Not Answered
6
131

Percent
7.6
1.5
2.3
.8
6.1
3.1
3.8
.8
4.6
64.9
4.6
100.0

Of the households who do not own their own home without a mortgage 17no. (42%) respondents feel
‘very concerned’ or ‘fairly concerned’ about their ability to pay their rent or mortgage (as shown in the
following crosstabulation);

Initial inference here could suggest the majority of the respondents are in a fairly secure housing
situation and therefore not in housing need. However secure does not always mean it is the most
preferred housing option; 101no. (77%) respondents stated they felt their homes were a suitable size
for their household, but 25no. (19%) feel their homes are either too large or too small; 20no. (15%)
too big / 5no. (4%) too small (A full crosstabulation of this can be found in the Appendix B).
Of this 25no. who stated they were dissatisfied with the size of their current home, 9no. (7%) need to
move within the next 5 years;
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This number is surprisingly low, however households may not have stated they need to move within
the next 5 years as they do not feel a more suitable option would be available to them within the
parish or within their price range. This theory is supported by some of the comments received on the
returned questionnaires (a full copy of all of the comments received can be found in the Appendix).
One respondent stated that their current home was too big, but selected they did not need to move.
They stated;
‘Would like to move within next 5 years if a suitable bungalow was available’
The questionnaire did not specifically ask for respondents to leave any comments, however
comments were still received, therefore suggesting the possibility of new housing developments is an
important issue for the residents of Crosthwaite and Lyth.
To determine an indication as to the amount of over or under occupation currently in the Parish the
variables Description of Household and Number of Bedrooms were analysed. This shows a relatively
high proportion of under-occupying;

Based on the above there may be a number of households who would wish to downsize to a smaller
property.
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89% (67no.) of the households currently under-occupying their home contain 1 or more household
member who is aged 60 or above (under-occupying highlighted in yellow);

This may be an indicator that additional properties for older households are required in the parish, so
they are able to downsize to a smaller home. Of the respondents who stated they need to move to
another home within the parish in the next 5 years, 3no. respondents stated they needed to move as
‘their present home is too large. All of these households contained at least 1 member aged 60 or
above (please refer to the Household Profiles on page 17 for further detail of this). Property types
required and discussion of respondents requiring a move to another property are explored further in
the following sections.

13

Types of Homes Required
The questionnaire identified that the residents of Crosthwaite and Lyth feel properties are required for
the following household types;

As the above shows the respondents feel homes are most needed for the following household types;
•
•
•

Homes for Young People (44) (33.6%)
Homes for Small Families (37) (28.2%)
Homes for Elderly People (33) (25.2%)

The above was qualified by some of the additional comments received on the questionnaires. One
respondent stated that;
The Parish needs more homes for the elderly so young families can take over larger houses.
Another respondent stated;
More homes for the elderly are needed to free up homes that are too large and allow them to
stay in the village.
Need to move within the next 5 years
13no. (9.9%) respondents stated that they need to move to a new home within the parish within the
next 5 years. The 13no. respondents are comprised of;
•
•
•
•

3no. Single Households
4no. Couples
4no. Family with young children
2no. Family with adult children

However 2no. respondents did not continue to complete Section 2 of the questionnaire so are not
included in the following;
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The reasons cited for requiring a move are as follows (please note for this question respondents were
asked to select all that applied to them, which is why the values do not total 11);

The above information was combined with age of household members, tenure of current property and
employment situation (of all household members aged 16 and over) to create brief profiles of the
households who selected that they need to move within the next 5 years. The profiles were used to
see if they reflected the information shown in the ‘Types of Homes required’ section (To ensure
anonymity of the respondents is fully protected the Employment section has been removed from the
profiles to ensure traceability is not possible);
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Profiles of Households needing to move within the next 5 years

The profiles do correspond with the data produced in the previous section. The households who need
to move are all either single households, small families or couples. Of the above households 5no.
(38%) have a household member who is aged between 60-80+, 8no. households (61%) have at least
1 member who is aged between 16-49, suggesting that homes for young people and the elderly are
required.
The 11no. participants selected what type of property they would like to move to;

Further information on the desired tenure will be shown in the ‘Affordability’ section.
5no. (4%) respondents stated that they had household members living with them who needed to
move to another home within the parish;
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No additional questionnaires were received capturing the housing requirements of these household
members (1no. questionnaire was received from a respondent who stated they lived with parents or
relatives, but they did not state that they needed to move to another home within the parish), however
assumptions can still be made. Of this 5, 4no. (80%) respondents described their household as being
a family with adult children. It may be that the adult children now need to form their own household.
The remaining respondent stated their household is a family with young children, with one child falling
within the 16-19 age category. It could be this household member who needs to move. If this is
correct it provides further support to the view that additional homes for young people are required.
Affordability
As the parish of Crosthwaite and Lyth lies within the Lake District National Park their Planning
Guidance was referenced. All new affordable housing within the Lake District National Park will be
restricted to those who can demonstrate they have a need to live in a certain Locality and are in
Affordable Housing Need.
Housing for local affordable need is restricted to;
•
•
•
•

Those who do not have available to them and could not afford to acquire or rent a home
suitable to their needs at normal market prices or rents prevailing in the locality, and
Needs to move from accommodation which is shared, temporary, overcrowded or has
significant hazards, as defined by the Housing Act 2004, or
Needs to be housed as a result of leaving tied accommodation, or
Is an older person or disabled and need to move to more suitable accommodation due to
medical conditions

In addition to the above in order to be eligible for affordable housing the applicant must meet one of
the following criterion (the full extract from the Supplementary Planning Guidance that was adhered to
for this study can be found in the Appendix);
•
•
•

The person is continuously a resident in the Locality defined for 3 years immediately prior to
occupation; or
The person has been in continuous employment in the Locality defined for at least the last 6
months and for a minimum of 16 hours per week immediately prior to occupation; or
The person is a former resident who wishes to return to the Locality defined having completed
a post- secondary (tertiary) education course within 12 months prior to occupation and who
immediately prior to attending the course lived in the locality defined for at least 3 years;

(Lake District National Park Supplementary Planning Guidance. Pgs 6/7)
To determine whether those who have stated they need to move within the next 5 years would satisfy
the local occupancy restrictions the length of time the 13no. respondents had lived in the Parish was
referenced, as shown in the following crosstabulation;
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For the purpose of this study it was deemed all respondents who stated they needed to move within
the next 5 years would satisfy the local occupancy restrictions.
In addition to the criteria outlined above, an applicant’s income and capital would also be assessed to
calculate an individual’s suitability for affordable housing. To do this SLDC’s financial eligibility
process was followed;
Applicant’s gross income will be multiplied by a factor of 3.5 (2.9 for joint applicants) and
added to their capital. To qualify for affordable properties, which must be suitable for their
needs, the total must be less than the entry-level property price for the relevant housing
market area.’
The entry level property prices used for this study are highlighted in the following table;
Market Area
Cartmel
Peninsula
Central Lakes
Dales
Kendal
Kendal Rural
Ulverston and
Furness

Detached
£220,000
£349,950
£250,000
£210,500
£235,000
£195,000

Property Type- Lower Quartile Prices (£)
Flat
Semi-Detached
£90,000
£147,500
£130,000
£102,000
£90,000
£120,000
£94,000

£200,000
£190,000
£145,000
£165,000
£125,000

Terraced
£125,000
£190,000
£155,000
£128,250
£145,500
£109,975

All
£140,000
£190,000
£177,750
£128,000
£167,000
£122,500

Please refer to the below table for the results once the above calculations were applied to the 13no.
respondents who stated they need to move within the next 5 years;

As the above shows 4no. (31%) respondents would be eligible for certain forms of affordable housing,
5no. (38%) did not provide enough savings/equity information to fully process their affordability and
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4no. (31%) were ineligible and financially, would be able to satisfy their needs on the open market.
This is summarised as follows;

The 5no. who did not provide enough financial information may have done so as they do not wish to
buy a property or they may have been reluctant to divulge personal financial information even though
the questionnaires are 100% anonymous.
7no. Respondents (63%) stated that they did not feel they would be able to afford the property they
require on the open market and 8no. (72%) respondents stated that there was a lack of suitable
housing in the parish to meet their needs. Again, this is supported by the additional comments
received on the questionnaires.
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The respondents were asked what their preferred tenure option would be;

Only 3no. (27%) respondents selected affordable housing options as their preferred tenure of choice.
This could be for numerous reasons, such as lack of awareness about affordable housing options or
they are confident they would be able to satisfy their housing needs on the open market.
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Concluding Comments and Recommendations

As previously stated the affordability ratio of the Crosthwaite and Lyth parish is 10.3 (i.e the mean
house price is 10.3 times the mean annual household income), which on its own suggests affordability
is an issue in the Parish. This is further confirmed by the comments received on the questionnaires
and the affordability calculations carried out as part of this research.
The lack of fluidity of the housing market within the parish highlighted by the background research
and the CRHT 2008 housing needs survey also suggests that newly forming households or
households wishing to return to the area face limited options.
The report has highlighted that a large proportion of respondents, with at least 1 household member
aged over 60 years of age are under-occupying their current home. However only a small number
have cited a specific wish to move to a new property. More residents may come forward if they felt
there were more accommodation choices available to them.
Based on the data produced from this study, it does suggest not all of the resident’s housing
requirements are being met by the current available options and further development may remedy
this. It could also be argued that a higher number of respondents may have indicated a desire to
move to another home within the parish, if they felt more housing possibilities were available to them.
For this reason it may be advantageous to carry out further consultation events to provide additional
information to be used in conjunction with this study. This would also provide an opportunity to
increase awareness of affordable housing opportunities.
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C&L Housing Need 2016
APPENDIX A
DEFINITIONS
•

Affordable housing: Affordable housing includes social rented and intermediate
housing, provided to eligible households whose needs are not met by the market.
Affordable housing should:
 Meet the needs of eligible households including availability at a cost low enough
for them to afford, determined with regard to local incomes and local house
prices.
 Include provision for the home to remain at an affordable price for future eligible
households or, if these restrictions are lifted, for the subsidy to be recycled for
alternative affordable housing provision.

•

Social rented housing: Rented housing owned and managed by local authorities
and registered social landlords, for which guideline target rents are determined
through the national rent regime.

•

Affordable rented housing: Rented housing let by registered providers of social
housing to households who are eligible for social rented housing. Affordable Rent is
not subject to the national rent regime but is subject to other rent controls that require
a rent of no more than 80 per cent of the local market rent (including service charges,
where applicable)

•

Intermediate affordable housing: Housing at prices and rents above those of social
rent, but below market price or rents, and which meet the criteria set out above.
These can include shared equity products (for example Homebuy), other low cost
homes for sale and intermediate rent but does not include affordable rented housing
 The definition does not exclude homes provided by private sector bodies or
provided without grant funding. Where such homes meet the definition above,
they may be considered, for planning purposes, as affordable housing.
Whereas, those homes that do not meet the definition, for example, ‘low cost
market’ housing, may not be considered, for planning purposes, as affordable
housing.
 The terms ‘affordability’ and ‘affordable housing’ have different meanings.
‘Affordabilility’ is a measure of whether housing may be afforded by certain
groups of households. ‘Affordable housing’ refers to particular products
outside the main housing market.

•

Market housing: Private housing for rent or for sale, where the price is set in the
open market.

•

Housing need: Households who do not have available to them and could not afford
to acquire or rent a home suitable to their needs at normal market prices or rents
prevailing in the locality, and
 Needs to move from accommodation which is unfit/in disrepair, shared,
temporary or overcrowded, or
 Needs to be housed as a result of leaving tied accommodation, or

C&L Housing Need 2016
 Is an older person or disabled and need to move to more suitable
accommodation due to medical conditions, or
 Needs to move due to special circumstances (as determined by South
Lakeland District Council’s Housing Allocation Policy).

South Lakeland District Council
Crosthwaite and Lyth Housing Needs Survey 2016
The aim of this survey is to collect information about you and the homes you live in
to make sure the housing needs are met for all. If possible we would like every
household in the parish to complete SECTION 1.
Please only complete SECTION 2 if you need to find another home in the parish within the next five
years. If anyone living in your household needs to set up home independently they will need to complete their
own form and complete both sections. For extra forms please use the contact details at the end of the survey.
All of your answers will remain strictly confidential.

SECTION 1 - Your home and household
Please can all households complete this section even if you do not have a need to move within the next five
years.

Current living arrangements
Q1. Do you currently live
within the parish of Crosthwaite
and Lyth?

¨ Yes

¨ No

Q2. Which of the following
best describes your household?

¨ Single

¨ Couple

¨ Family - young children

¨ Family - adult children

If no, where do you currently live?:

Please tick one of the following.

Q3. What is the tenure of your
home?
Please tick one of the following.

¨ Own home - no mortgage

¨ Own home - with mortgage

¨ Rent, council or housing
association

¨ Rent-private landlord

¨ Shared ownership/shared
equity with housing association*

¨ Live with parents/relatives

¨ Tied accommodation (to job)
*Shared ownership means: You own the property jointly with a housing association paying a
mortgage on the part you own and rent the rest.
*Shared equity means: Part of the property is financed by a low cost equity mortgage by a housing
association.

Q4. How many bedrooms
does your current property
have?

¨ One

Q5.

¨ Permanent residence

This home is….

Please tick the applicable from the
following:

Q6. Please tell us the number
of people living in your home in
each of the following age
groups:

www.southlakeland.gov.uk

¨ Two

¨ Five or more

¨ Three

¨ Four

¨ Bedsit/studio
¨ Second home

Other (please state):
0-10
yrs

11-15 16-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60-69 70-79
yrs
yrs
yrs
yrs
yrs
yrs
yrs
yrs

80+
yrs

South Lakeland District Council
Crosthwaite and Lyth Housing Needs Survey 2016
Current living arrangements (continued)
Q7. How long have you lived in the
Crosthwaite and Lyth Parish?

¨ Less than one year

¨ Between 1-5 years

¨ Between 5-10 years

¨ Between 10-15 years

Please tick one of the following.

¨ Between 15-20 years

¨ 20 years or more

Q8.

¨ A suitable size

Do you believe your current home is…

¨ Too big

¨ Too small

Please tick one of the following.

Employment information
Q9. For each person 16 yrs or over in your household, please tick
the following option that best describes their employment status.

1

2

3

Working full time (30 or more hours each week)
Working part time (between 16-30 hrs each week)
Working part time (under 16 hrs each week)
Self-employed (full or part time)
In full time education
Unemployed and available for work
Permanently sick/disabled
Wholly retired from work
Looking after the home
Full time carer or volunteer
Q10. What is your household annual income?
Gross income of the head of household and partner, if applicable. This income is before tax and national insurance.

Weekly

Annually

Weekly

Annually

Up to £100

Up to £5,200

£550 to under £600

£28,600 to under £31,200

£100 to under £150

£5,200 to under £7,800

£600 to under £650

£31,200 to under £33,800

£150 to under £200

£7,800 to under £10,400

£650 to under £700

£33,800 to under £36,400

£200 to under £250

£10,400 to under £13,000

£700 to under £750

£36,400 to under £39,000

£250 to under £300

£13,000 to under £15,600

£750 to under £800

£39,000 to under £41,600

£300 to under £350

£15,600 to under £18,200

£800 to under £850

£41,600 to under £44,200

£350 to under £400

£18,200 to under £20,800

£850 to under £900

£44,200 to under £46,800

£400 to under £450

£20,800 to under £23,400

£900 to under £950

£46,800 to under £49,400

£450 to under £500

£23,400 to under £26,000

£950 to under £1,000

£49,400 to under £52,000

£500 to under £550

£26,000 to under £28,600

£1,000 or more

£52,000 or more
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Employment information (continued)
Q11. How much do you pay for your
rent/mortgage out of your own pocket
(excluding any housing benefit)?

¨ Under £100

¨ £101-£200

¨ £201-£300

¨ £301-£400

¨ £401-£500

¨ £501-£600

¨ £601-£700

¨ £701-£800

¨ £800+
Q12. How concerned are you about
the ability to pay your rent or
mortgage?

¨ Very concerned

¨ Fairly concerned

¨ Not really concerned

¨ Not concerned at all

Future housing needs
Q13. Do you need to move to another
home in this parish within the next five
years?

¨ Yes

Q14. If yes, why do you need to
move?

¨ Lack of affordable
housing

¨ Job elsewhere

Please tick one of the following.

¨ Further education

¨ Marriage/relationship break up

¨ Lack of public
transport

¨ Not applicable

Q15. Does anyone currently living with
you need to set up home in the parish
within the next five years?

¨ Yes

¨ No

¨ No

If answered ‘yes’ to this question, please ask
the individuals needing to move to complete
their own form.

Q16. If you are planning to buy a property how much deposit could you provide?
E.g. including existing property equity, parental help and savings, but excluding a mortgage.

Less than £5,000

£80,000 to under £90k

£5,000 to under £10k

£100,000 to under £120k

£10,000 to under £20k

£120,000 to under £140k

£20,000 to under £30k

£140,000 to under £160k

£30,000 to under £40k

£160,000 to under £180k

£40,000 to under £50k

£180,000 to under £200k

£50,000 to under £60k

£200k to under £300k

£60,000 to under £70k

£300k or more

£70,000 to under £80k

No plans to buy
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Future housing needs (continued)
Q17. If any past household members
have left the parish, why was this?

¨ Lack of affordable housing

¨ Job elsewhere

¨ Further education

¨ Marriage

Please tick one of the following.

¨ Lack of public transport

¨ Not applicable

Q18. What types of homes do you feel
are needed in the Crosthwaite and Lyth
Parish?

¨ Homes for young people

¨ Homes for small families

¨ Homes for large families

¨ Homes for single people

¨ Homes for people with
disabilities

¨ Homes for elderly people

Please tick one of the following.

¨ No further homes are needed

Thank you for completing SECTION 1.
If you need another home in the Crosthwaite and Lyth Parish within the next five years please continue on to
SECTION 2.
If you know anyone who is currently living with another household, but need to set up home separately (e.g.
adult, child) or any households wishing to move back to the parish please ask them to complete their own form
(if extra surveys are required please contact Megan Henderson, South Lakeland District Council, email:
megan.henderson@southlakeland.gov.uk, tel: 015397 93372).
If you do not need to move please return your completed questionnaire using the pre-paid envelope provided.

SECTION 2 - Your home and household
Please only complete this section if you need to move to another home in the parish.
Q19. When are you in need of
another home in the parish?
Please tick one of the following.

Q20. Why do you need to move?
Please tick all that apply.

¨ Now

¨ Within 12 months

¨ Within three years

¨ Within five years

¨ Setting up home for first
time

¨ Present home in poor
condition

¨ Couple setting up home
together

¨ Renting, but would like to buy

¨ Present home too small

¨ Moved away and wish to
return

¨ Present home too large

¨ Disabled and need specially
adapted home

¨ Present home too expensive

¨ To give receive/family support

¨ Private tenancy ending shortly

¨ To be closer to employment

¨ Family break up

¨ Require accommodation that
enables working from home

¨ Cannot manage stairs
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Q21. What type of home do you
need?

1 Bed

2 Bed

3 Bed

4 Bed

5 Bed

Please tick one of the following.

House/cottage
Bungalow
Flats/apartments
Specialist/supported
Accommodation
Extra care housing
Accommodation that enables
working from home
Q22. What type of tenure would
you like?
Please tick one of the following.

¨ Own home - no mortgage

¨ Own home - with mortgage

¨ Rent, council or housing
association

¨ Rent - private landlord

¨ Shared ownership/shared
equity with housing
association*

¨ Live with parents/relatives

¨ Tied accommodation
(to job)

¨ Low cost home ownership

*Shared ownership means: You own the property jointly with a housing association paying a
mortgage on the part you own and rent the rest.
*Shared equity means: Part of the property is financed by a low cost equity mortgage by a
housing association.

Q23. Please tell us the number
of people living in your home in
each of the following age groups:

0-10
yrs

11-15 16-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60-69 70-79
yrs
yrs
yrs
yrs
yrs
yrs
yrs
yrs

80+
yrs

If the same as Q6, please tick here ¨

Q24. Which of the following best
describes the household wishing
to move?

¨ Single

¨ Couple

¨ Family - young children

¨ Family - adult children

Please tick one of the following.
If the same as Q1, please tick here ¨

Q25. Do you receive housing
benefit?

¨ Yes

¨ No

Q26. Realistically do you feel
you would be able to afford the
property type you need in the
parish on the open market?

¨ Yes

¨ No
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Q27. Are you registered on the Local
Authority Housing Register, Cumbria
Choice?

¨ Yes

¨ No

Q28. Are you registered on any
private landlord waiting lists?

¨ Yes

¨ No

Q29. Do you feel there is a lack of
suitable housing to meet your needs?

¨ Yes

¨ No

Q30. Are you a former resident of the
parish wishing to return?

¨ Yes

¨ No

Q30a. If yes, why did you originally
leave?

¨ Lack of affordable housing

¨ Job elsewhere

¨ Further education

¨ Marriage/relationship
break up

¨ Lack of public transport

¨ Not applicable

Q31. What are your reasons for
wishing to remain/move back to the
parish?

¨ Born/grew up in the parish

¨ I live in the parish now

Please tick all that apply.

¨ Need to move to parish to
take up employment

Please tick all that apply.

¨ I am currently employed in the ¨ Have close family ties in
the parish
the parish
¨ To care for/need to be
cared for by a relative
who lives in the parish

Thank you very much for taking the time to complete this questionnaire.
Your answers are extremely important in ensuring your parish is meeting the housing needs of all residents.
Your responses are confidential and are protected under the Data Protection Act (1998). It is not possible for
the council to link responses to individual addresses.
Please use the pre-paid envelope to return your completed questionnaire before the following closing date;
Closing Date: Friday 11 March 2016
If you have any queries or require any further forms please contact:
Megan Henderson, South Lakeland District Council
Email: megan.henderson@southlakeland.gov.uk
Tel: 015397 93372
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Extract from Lake District National Park Supplementary Planning Document
3 IMPLEMENTING POLICY CS18
3.1 Our policies are the starting point for all our planning decisions, but we must also take into
account any other relevant planning matters (material considerations) and weigh these in our
decision. Government has confirmed through the National Planning Policy Framework that a flexible
approach is required, although we must have good reasons to digress from policy.
Local Affordable Need Housing
3.2 We prioritise affordable housing developments, but it is important affordable housing is meeting
the specific needs of a locality, which fluctuates over time. So proposals for local affordable need
housing need to be supported by evidence that the need exists and the proposal provides for the
size, type and tenure of houses required.
3.3 Parish-wide housing needs surveys are a good starting point to provide this evidence and we can
provide details of these. Where a parish-wide survey does not exist or is not up-to-date, other forms
of evidence may be considered such as Strategic Housing Market Area Assessments and Cumbria
Choice – Choice-Based Lettings register. Details of both can be obtained from the relevant District
and Borough Councils.
3.4 All new affordable housing will be restricted to those who can demonstrate they have a need to
live in the Locality and are in Affordable Housing Need. In practice the occupant must satisfy one of
the following criteria:
•
•
•

•

•

•

•

The person is continuously resident in the Locality defined for three years immediately prior
to occupation; or
The person has been in continuous employment in the Locality defined for at least the last 6
months and for a minimum of 16 hours per week immediately prior to occupation; or
The person is a former resident who wishes to return to the Locality defined having
completed a post-secondary (tertiary) education course within 12 months prior to
occupation and who immediately prior to attending the course lived in the locality defined
for at least three years; or
The person is currently in prison, in hospital or similar accommodation whose location is
beyond their control, and immediately before moving to this type of accommodation lived
in the Locality defined for at least three years; or
The person needs to live in the Locality defined because they need substantial care from a
relative who lives in the Locality defined, or because they need toprovide substantial care to
a relative who lives in the Locality defined. Substantial care means that identified as
required by a medical doctor or relevant statutory support agency; or
The person is a former resident who lived in the Locality defined for three years and then
lived outside the Locality defined for social and/or economic reasons and is returning to live
in the Locality defined within three years of the date of their departure.
The person is a person who –
(a) Is serving in the regular forces or who has served in the regular forces within five
years of the date of their application for an allocation of housing under Part 6 of the
1996 Act;
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(b) Has recently ceased, or will cease to be entitled, to reside in accommodation
provided by the Ministry of Defence following the death of that person’s spouse or civil
partner where (i) The spouse or civil partner has served in the regular forces; and
(ii) Their death was attributable (wholly or partly) to that service; or
(c) Is serving or has served in the reserve forces and who is suffering from a serious
injury, illness or disability which is attributable (wholly or partly) to that service
And, housing for local affordable need is also restricted to:
•
•

•
•
•

those who do not have available to them and could not afford to acquire or rent a home
suitable to their needs at normal market prices or rents prevailing in the locality, and
Needs to move from accommodation which is shared, temporary, overcrowded or has
significant hazards, as defined by the Housing Act 2004 (Housing Health and Safety rating
System), or
Needs to be housed as a result of leaving tied accommodation, or
Is an older person or disabled and need to move to more suitable accommodation due to
medical conditions
The provisions relating to armed forces personnel are in accordance with the Allocation of
Housing (Qualification Criteria for Armed Forces) (England) Regulations 2012

3.5 We will secure occupancy restrictions through the use of a legal agreement using Section 106 of
the Town and Country Planning Act 1990. This will apply the criteria outlined above to the
dwelling(s) and also define the ‘Locality’. (See paragraph 3.10)
3.6 The criteria set out above will be referenced in a Section 106 agreement (see Section 4). Housing
Associations are currently the main provider of affordable housing in the National Park and they will
allocate their properties according to the relevant S106 Agreement. However, they are also
governed by the provisions of the Housing Act 1996 and their own management priorities. This
means that when the Housing Association is deciding who to allocate a vacant property to,
preference may be given to specific people by virtue of their circumstance. By way of example,
priority is given to those that are homeless or need a house by virtue of medical or welfare grounds.
In all cases, the successful applicant will need to demonstrate they have a need to live in the locality
i.e. that they also comply with the occupancy criteria outlined in 3.4 above.
Local Need Housing
3.7 Like our approach to local affordable housing, it is important that local need housing is
successfully meeting an identified need. Levels of need fluctuate in every Locality over time. This
means that planning applications for local need housing should only be made once the local need
has been established and the proposals reflect this in terms of numbers, size and type.
3.8 The following sources of evidence are used to establish an identified local need:
•
•
•
•

Current Strategic Housing Market Area Assessments (see Glossary)
Current Parish-wide Housing Needs Surveys (See Glossary)
Personal circumstances
Other local surveys, including surveys undertaken by the applicant
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•

Often the Strategic Housing Market Area Assessments or Parish-wide Housing Needs
Surveys will provide the necessary evidence, but any of these sources can be used to
identify local need.

3.9 Additionally, all new local need housing will be restricted to those who can demonstrate they
have a need to live in the Locality. The occupant must satisfy one of the following criteria:
•
•

•

•

The person has been in continuous employment in the Locality defined for at least the last 9
months and for a minimum of 16 hours per week immediately prior to occupation; or
The person needs to live in the Locality defined because they need substantial care from a
relative who lives in the Locality defined, or because they need to provide substantial care to
a relative who lives in the Locality defined. Substantial care means that identified as required
by a medical doctor or relevant statutory support agency; or
The person has been continuously resident in the locality defined for three years
immediately prior to:
• Needing another dwelling resulting from changes to their household (including
circumstances such as getting married/divorced, having children or downsizing)
• Undertaking full-time post-secondary education or skills training and is returning to
the locality defined within 12 months of its completion, or
• being admitted to hospital, residential care or sentenced to prison, and are
returning to the locality defined within 12 months of their discharge/release, or
The person is a person who –
(a) Is serving in the regular forces or who has served in the regular forces within five years
of the date of their application for an allocation of housing;
(b) Has recently ceased, or will cease to be entitled, to reside in accommodation provided
by the Ministry of Defence following the death of that person’s spouse or civil partner
where (j) The spouse or civil partner has served in the regular forces; and
(ii) Their death was attributable (wholly or partly) to that service; or
(c) Is serving or has served in the reserve forces and who is suffering from a serious injury,
illness or disability which is attributable (wholly or partly) to that service

The provisions relating to armed forces personnel are in accordance with the Allocation of Housing
(Qualification Criteria for Armed Forces) (England) Regulations 2012
We need to ensure new houses have sufficient space and amenity to support the needs of the
person or persons who will ultimately live there. The following approximate minimum dwelling sizes
are provided to help guide future housing development and should be regarded as advisory rather
than absolute sizes.
Property type- Suitability
Approximate minimum size for housing (internal)
1 bed flat
•
•

Single person under 55;
Single person over 55;
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•
•

Couple under 55; Couple over 55
40 sq. m

2 bed flat
•
•
•

Single person under 55;
Single person over 55; Couple under 55; Couple over 55
50 sq. m

2 bed house/bungalows
•
•
•
•

Single person over 55;Couple under 55; Couple over 55;
Family with one child;
Family with two children
65 sq. m

3 bed house
•
•

Family with one child; Family with two children; Family with three or more children
75 sq. m

4 bed house
•
•

Family with three or more children
85 sq.m

(Pgs 6-9 and Appendix B)
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APPENDIX B
Frequency Tables and Charts
Questionnaire- Section 1- Current Living Arrangements
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Section 1- Employment Information
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Section 1- Future Housing Needs
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Section 1- Types of Homes Needed
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Section 2- Need to move within the next 5 years
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Additional Crosstabulations

Households with members in the following age groups and type of home needed
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Comments Received
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•

•
•
•
•

Have bought another home outside of the Parish
Parish needs more homes for the elderly so young families can take over the larger houses
Parish need ‘well designed, adequately sized family homes
Would like to move within the next 5 years if a suitable bungalow was available
Parish requires bigger homes that enables working from home
Daughter, husband and 3 children have rented privately in the parish for 10 years, but don’t
want a Two Castles property as husband works from home and the designs are too small and
are too expensive
No further homes are required in the Parish as there are no jobs locally
Council tax is an issue and too expensive.
There are no local amenities so does not justify the council tax prices.
No plans to buy as there is no chance we would be able to afford it
No further homes are needed as there is no work/industry. Our family moved away to the
Midlands to get good jobs.
More homes for the elderly are needed to free up homes that are too large and allow them
to stay in the village
Although mobile by car as 92 years of age it is a probability that I would find it necessary to
live where there is public transport and help with more disabilities. Also a smaller bungalow
with fewer bedrooms within the Crosthwaite area.
More homes for the elderly are required to release larger homes for families
No further homes are needed until ‘proper sewage treatment can be guaranteed
None of these questions accurately describe my situation- my Mother is 79 and lives an
active life in her own home near Lindale. However we all recognise that at some point she
may need or wish to live with us. It is important to have a vibrant village/rural community.
Thanks for doing this survey.
Low cost housing to ensure locals stay to build strong connections
I think there is a difference between what we need and what we want. I want to live on the
shores of Lake Windermere in house with boat house, but I don’t need to and I can’t afford
to- that is the reality of a market/capitalist economy. So until young people lower their
expectations and start in bedsits, flats and terraced houses- like I did and gradually move up
and until we get a Rent Act that will control inflated house prices there will never be enough
affordable housing of the type that is expected today.
Too many second homes in the area
Rent for 2 bedroom house is too much money
Having a baby in August so need to move to a new property
Unable to get a mortgage as income is not a lot a month. Sadly this is true for a lot of young
couples we know in the village and areas nearby.

